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Corunna, and on 15 August decided to make for Cadiz.
Calder's action off Finisterre ruined Napoleon's plan for the
invasion of England. Nelson meanwhile had got back to
Europe on 18 July, and formed his junction with Cornwallis,
off Brest, a month later (15 August). On 19 October
Villeneuve, in obedience to Napoleon's order to bring the
fleet round to Toulon, crept out of Cadiz, and on 21 October
Nelson, who had joined Collingwood off Cadiz on 28 Septem-
ber, inflicted a crushing defeat upon the combined fleets of
France and Spain at Trafalgar. The results of Nelson's
great victory cannot be exaggerated: not only did it
destroy the French and Spanish fleets; not only did it
establish the naval ascendancy of England; but it com-
pelled Napoleon to adopt a policy which ultimately proved
his ruin. With England indisputably supreme at sea
Napoleon could strike at her only with economic weapons.
Thus the 'Continental system* was the last desperate
plunge of a gambler on the brink of ruin.
But no one could have anticipated such results in 1805.
The year closed in gloom for England, in triumph for
THE CAMPAIGN Napoleon. The failure of Villeneuve to reach
OF AUSTERLTTZ Brest, the prompt return of Nelson, convinced
Napoleon that invasion was impossible. With extra-
ordinary rapidity his plan was changed: by 26 August the
Boulogne army was on the march for the Upper Rhine, and
on 6 October it reached the Danube. The Austrian General
Mack found himself surrounded at Ulm before he knew that
Napoleon had left Boulogne, and on 20 October was com-
pelled to capitulate. The road to Vienna was now open ;
on 13 November the Austrian capital was occupied by
Murat, and on 2, December Napoleon himself inflicted a
terrible defeat upon the Czar and the Emperor Francis at
AusterHtz in Moravia. Austerlitz broke up the Third
Coalition, and Prussia, just on the point of tardy interven-
tion, was compelled to accept from Napoleon the humiliat-
ing Treaty of SchSnbrunn (15 December).
By this Treaty Prussia was compelled to accept Hanover from
Napoleon and to exclude English ships from her harbours.